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Welcome to our course! We will be showing you how to use QGIS easily and efficiently. If you are new to GIS,
we will tell you what you need to get started. If you are an experienced user, you will see how QGIS fulfills all the

functions you expect from a GIS program, and more!

1.1.1 Why QGIS?

As information becomes increasingly spatially aware, there is no shortage of tools able to fulfill some or all com-

monly used GIS functions. Why should anyone be using QGIS over some other GIS software package?
Here are only some of the reasons:

 It's free, as in lunch. Installing and using the QGIS program costs you a grand total of zero money. No

initial fee, no recurring fee, nothing.

o It's free, as in liberty. If you need extra functionality in QGIS, you can do more than just hope it will be
included in the next release. You can sponsor the development of a feature, or add it yourself if you are

familiar with programming.

o [It's constantly developing. Because anyone can add new features and improve on existing ones, QGIS never

stagnates. The development of a new tool can happen as quickly as you need it to.

* Extensive help and documentation is available. If you're stuck with anything, you can turn to the extensive

documentation, your fellow QGIS users, or even the developers.
* Cross-platform. QGIS can be installed on MacOS, Windows and Linux.

Now that you know why you want to use QGIS, these exercises will make you know how.
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The Free Quantum GIS Training Manual by Linfiniti Consulting CC. is based on an earlier version from Linfiniti
and is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International. Permissions beyond the scope of this

license may be available at below.
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* If you publish this work under a self publishing site such as https://www.lulu.com we request that you donate
the profits to the QGIS project.
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You can always obtain the latest version of this document by visiting the online version which is part of the QGIS

documentation website (https://docs.qgis.org).

0 0O: The documentation website contains links to both online and PDF versions of the Training manual and

other parts of the QGIS documentation.
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Now that you know why you want to use QGIS, we can show you how.
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